
Connecticut State University System 

S Y S T E M  

RESOLUTION 

designating 

PROFESSOR STANISLAUS BLE JWAS 
to fill 

THE ENDOWED POLISH CHAIR 
at 

CENTRAL CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY 

November 14,1997 

WHEREAS, Central Connecticut State University has raised non-state funds in the amount of 
$600,000 to support the establishment of an endowed chair in Polish Studies, and 

WHEREAS, The Board of Trustees for the Connecticut State University System approved an 
application to the Board of Governors of Higher Education for the establishment 
of an endowed chair in Polish Studies, and 

WHEREAS, The Board of Governors for Higher Education has approved funding of the 
endowed chair in Polish studies in the form of a matching grant of $600,000, and 

WHEREAS, Section 10a-20a of the Connecticut General Statutes provides that the Board of 
Trustees for the Connecticut State University System shall "select candidates to 
fill the endowed chair and shall develop a budget for expenditures associated 
with the chair," and 

WHEREAS, The Board of Trustees has not yet developed a policy of general application 
which provides the criteria for selection, the procedures for appointment, or the 
process for approval of a budget for expenditures for an endowed chair, and 

WHEREAS, In order to recognize the extremely generous contributions from the private 
sector and general support for the creation of the endowed chair in Polish 
Studies, it is appropriate to fill the endowed chair in Polish Studies at this time, 
and 

WHEREAS, The endowed chair should be filled by a scholar who has fulfilled the highest 
ideals of outstanding teaching, scholarly achievement and public service, and 

WHEREAS, The President of Central Connecticut State University, Richard judd, has 
recommended that the endowed chair be filled, at no additional compensation, 
by Stanislaus Blejwas of Central Connecticut State University, who holds the title 
of Connecticut State University Professor, and 
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@ WHEREAS, Professor Blejwas is a prolific writer and speaker, dedicated to the field of Polish 
Studies, and 

WHEREAS, Professor Blejwas has served CCSU for many years as Director of the Polish 
Studies Program, which he has built into a model community based academic 
activity, and 

WHEREAS, Professor Blejwas was instrumental in securing the organization and 
development of the Connecticut Polish American Archives and Manuscript 
Collection at Central Connecticut State University, and 

WHEREAS, Professor Blejwas is an outstanding teacher who inspires students to study topics 
in depth and with great intellectual care, now therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees for the Connecticut State University System 
designates Stanislaus Blejwas, Connecticut State University Professor, to fill the 
endowed chair in Polish Studies at Central Connecticut State University. 
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STAFF REPORT ACADEMIC AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

ITEM 

Professor Stanislaus Blejwas to fill  the Endowed Polish Chair established at Central Connecticut 
State University 

BACKGROUND 

Under the provisions of Section 10a-20a of the Connecticut General Statutes, the Board of 
Governors of Higher Education may establish and administer an Endowed Chair Investment 
Fund. Applications for the establishment of endowed chairs are accepted by the Board of 
Governors on April 1 and October 1 in each year funds are available. 

On March 27,1997 the Executive Committee of the CSU Board of Trustees approved the request 
to submit an application for the establishment of an endowed chair in Polish Studies at Central 
Connecticut State University. This action was later ratified by the Board of Trustees. This 
application was approved by the Board of Governors for Higher Education on April 15,1997. 

Section 10a-20a also provides that the Board of Trustees "shall select candidates to fill the 
endowed chair and shall develop a budget for expenditures associated with the chair." The CSU 
Board of Trustees has not yet developed a policy for filling an endowed chair and will need to do 
so. However, because of the imminent dedication of this Chair, it is appropriate to fill the Chair at 
this time. 

ANALYSIS 

President Richard Judd of Central Connecticut State University has recommended that the 
endowed chair be filled, at no additional compensation, by Dr. Stanislaus Blejwas of Central 
Connecticut State University. 

Dr. Stanislaus Blejwas is a CSU Professor and Director of the Polish and Polish American Studies 
at Central Connecticut State University. Dr. Blejwas has worked successfully for many years to 
build the Polish and Polish American Studies at Central Connecticut State University. He has 
developed a library collection and has created opportunities for fellow faculty members to visit 
Poland and for visiting scholars to come here. Dr. Blejwas has also created study abroad 
opportunities for students in Poland. Dr. Blejwas has also developed a range of outreach 
programs to serve the population as a whole which includes lectures, symposia, concerts, and 
exhibits. Dr. Blejwas has taken the lead in raising the private funds which have enabled Central 
to qualify for the state matching grant to establish the Chair. 

CHANCELLOR'S RECOMMENDATION 

Approve the recommendation that Dr. Stanislaus Blejwas fill the endowed chair in Polish Studies 
at Central Connecticut State University. 
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Office of the President 

Dr. William J. Cibes, Jr., Chancellor 
Connecticut State University System 
39 Woodland Street 
Hartford, CT 06 105 

Dear BiU. 

This is to recommend that Dr. Stanislaus Blejwas be assigned to occupy the Chair of Polish 
and Polish-Ammican Studies at Central Conntcticut State University, effective immediately 
upon appropriate Board action, and far an indefinite tcmr. As you know, Dr. Blcjwas has 
worked wry successfully for many yeats tu b d d  our program in Polish and Polish- 
Ammican Studies. He has developed not only regular instructid offerings, but also a 

a m a b b k  libmy collection and has worked to create oppoWties for fellow faculty 
members to visit Poland and for visiting scholars to come b e .  He has bccn rcsponsibh 
for mating study abroad opportunities for swdents in Poland, and he has crwed a 
remarkuble run# of oumttch programs to serve the population as a whole, including 
latures, symposia, cowem, and exhibits. In additton to all of this, he bas taken the l ad  
in raising the private fwds which have enabled us to quality for a state matchin rant to 
establish the Chair. It is clear that Dr. Blcjwp is the only logical choke to hol%ke chair. 

Since Dr. Blejwas is already a member of the faculty, at the rank of CSU Prof-, tkere 
will be no immcdiatc impact on the UIlivcraig's opcrath budget. Hc will continue: to 
scrvc at his c m n t  salary. Curcni allocations from thc & SU Foundation to thc Polish 
ortd Polish-American Studies Progmm, of which Dr. Blejwa is Director, will continue 
through the Center far Inmnational Education whem the Chnir will be located. We do nar 
yot have sigaif1cant income from the state matching grant to Cruocc~te to this pfognm 
although that is anticipated in fume years. 

Since this is our first Chair, the procedure foo assigning someone to it has not been worked 
out in advance. I am committed to w o w  with you and the Board to &vciop appropfiatc 
pmxdurcs for appoinlmcnr andlor assignment to this Chi& mi--= hope-to others in the 
futux. Thank you, Bill, for your assistance in this exciting ncw devcloprnent in our 
institutid life. 

8-' 
Richard L. Judd 

161.5 Stanley Street P.O. Box 4010 New Britain, CT 06050-4010 
~Ii-!lcphrnrc WI-832-3tXM) Facsimile 8fX-&W-.U131 R-msil judd@ccsta.trd~~ 
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