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THE CONNECTICUT STATE UNIVERSITY 

P.O. Box 2008 New Britain, Connecticut 06050 (203) 827-7700 

Office of the President 
RESOLUTION 
HONORING 

DR. HERBERT D. WELTE 

I September 5, 1986 

WHEREAS, Dr. Herbert D. Welte is acknowledged as one of the pioneers of 
American public higher education, and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Welte served the people of Connecticut as the last principal of 
The State Normal School at New Britain, the only president of The 
Teachers College of Connecticut, and the first president of Central 
Connecticut State College, and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Welte was president of the American Association of Colleges for 
Teacher Education, president and vice president of the Association 
of Teacher Education Institutions, president and secretary of the 
Eastern States Association of Professional Schools for Teachers, 
vice president and president of the New England Teacher Preparation 
Association, and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Welte was a member of the Executive Camnittees of the American 
Association of Teachers Colleges, the National Council for 
Accreditation of Teacher Education and the Connecticut Council for 
Higher Education; was a member of the Cmittee on Higher 
Institutions of the New England Association of Colleges & Secondary 
Schools, a member of camnittees of the American Association of 
State Colleges & Universities, and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Welte provided the leadership that molded the former Normal 
School at New Britain into the multi-faceted College that 
eventually became a major University in the Northeast, and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Welte attained both regional and national honors upon his 
retirement from this system in 1968 through his dedication to 
excellence in education and his devotion to the generations of 
young people served by the institutions he guided, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Board of Trustees of Connecticut State University today 
honors the memory of Herbert David Welte for his imneasurable 
contributions to the profession of education in this state and 
nation and extends its deepest sympathies to his wife and family. 
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DR. HERBERT D. WELTE 

The man whose name was f o r  n e a r l y  a h a l f  a cen tu ry  synonymous 

w i t h  h i g h e r  educa t ion  i n  Connect icut  d i e d  Sep t .  2 a t  h i s  home i n  

Simsbury . 

- a Herbe r t  David Welte, 88, f o r  39 y e a r s  was p r e s i d e n t  of what 

i s  today C e n t r a l  Connec t icu t  S t a t e  Un ive r s i t y ,  N e w  B r i t a i n .  

When D r .  Welte r e t i r e d  from C e n t r a l  i n  1968, h e  was t h e  

American c o l l e g e / u n i v e r s i t y  p r e s i d e n t  w i t h  t h e  l o n g e s t  t e n u r e  i n  

o f f i c e  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .  

He came t o  t h e  t h e n  S t a t e  Normal School a t  New B r i t a i n  i n  

1929, was t h e  on ly  p r e s i d e n t  of  Teachers Col lege o f  Connect icut  

(1933-1959) and was t h e  f irsti p r e s i d e n t  of C e n t r a l  Connec t icu t  

S t a t e  Col lege,  p redeces so r  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  

F. Don James of  Simsbury, p r e s i d e n t  of C e n t r a l  and s u c c e s s o r  

t o  D r .  Welte today s a i d :  

"The d e a t h  of Herber t  D. Welte marks t h e  p a s s i n g  of an era i n  

American educa t ion .  Herb Welte was a p i o n e e r  i n  p u b l i c  h i g h e r  

educa t ion ,  one of t h e  major f o r c e s  t h a t  molded former t e a c h e r  

t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n t o  major u n i v e r s i t i e s  s e r v i n g  a l l  segments 

of t h e  American s o c i e t y  today.  



He was a  l e a d e r  among educators ,  a dedicated t eacher  pursuing 

exce l l ence  i n  academic p u r s u i t s  and a man deeply devoted t o  t h e  

young people of not  only h i s  co l l ege ,  but t o  t he  young people of 

t h i s  na t ion .  

He was the  p r e s i d e n t  of p res iden t s ,  a man h ighly  admired and 

a very w a r m  and valued f r i end . "  

Born i n  David Ci ty ,  Nebraska, t h e  youngest of seven sons of 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Welte, he came t o  New England t o  carve a 

n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n  i n  pub l i c  h igher  education. 

Following experience as a  t eacher  and super in tendent  of 

- a schools  i n  h i s  home s t a t e ,  and se rv iced  i n  t h e  U.S. Navy, he 

joined t h e  f a c u l t y  of S t a t e  Teachers College i n  Mayville, North 

Dakota, i n  1925 as dean of men and head of t h e  Department of 

Education. I n  1927 he became a research  a s s i s t a n t  a t  t h e  

Univers i ty  of Iowa, l eav ing  i n  1929 f o r  t h e  p r i n c i p a l s h i p  of t h e  

Normal School i n  New B r i t a i n .  

He served as p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  American Assn. of Colleges f o r  

Teacher Education; was and v i c e  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  

Associa t ion  of Teachers Education I n s t i t u t i o n s ;  was s e c r e t a r y  and 

p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Eas tern  S t a t e s  Associat ion of Profess ional  

Schools f o r  Teachers; v i c e  p res iden t  and p res iden t  of t h e  New 

England Teacher Prepara t ion  Assn., and served on committees of t h e  

American Assn. of S t a t e  Colleges and U n i v e r s i t i e s .  



D r .  Welte, who served as a l e c t u r e r  a t  Yale Univers i ty  f o r  

f i v e  yea r s  (1949-54), served on t h e  Executive Committee, American 

Assn. of Teachers Colleges;  Executive Committee, Nat ional  Council 

f o r  Accredi ta t ion  of Teacher Education; Nat ional  Commission on 

Accredi t ing;  Committee on Higher I n s t i t u t i o n s  of t h e  New England 

Assn. of Colleges & Secondary Schools, and was a member of t h e  

Executive Committee, Connecticut Council f o r  Higher Education. 

A member of s e v e r a l  educat ional  o rgan iza t ions ,  inc lud ing  Ph i  

Del ta  Kappa, honorary s o c i e t y  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  educators ,  he was a 

p a s t  p res iden t  and s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  New B r i t a i n  Rotary Club, a 

a member of t h e  Round Table of New B r i t a i n  and a corpora to r  of New 

B r i t a i n  General Hospi tal .  

He was honored as "Educator of t h e  Yearw by t h e  New B r i t a i n  

Probus Club i n  1961 and was s e l e c t e d  "Man of t h e  Yearw by t h e  New 

B r i t a i n  Press  Club I n  1964. I n  1966 he w a s  honored by t h e  N e w  

B r i t a i n  Chamb and was r e c i p i e n t  of numerous honors 

on behalf  of rs, t h e  Board of Trus tees  f o r  

Connecticut S t a t e  College and;' t h e  Executive Branch of  t h e  s t a t e  

government upon h i s  r e t i r ement .  C e n t r a l ' s  audi tor ium was 

dedica ted  i n  h i s  honor i n  1963. 

He was l i s t e d  i n  "Who's Who i n  America," nWho8s Who i n  

American Education," "Who's Who i n  t he  E a s t n  and wBiographical 

Encyclopedia of t h e  World." 



I n  1968, j u s t  be fo re  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t ,  t h e  Herber t  D. Welte 

Chai r  was e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  b r i n g  s c h o l a r s  t o  t h e  campus. 

He r ece ived  t h e  b a c h e l o r ' s  deg ree  from Nebraska S t a t e  

Teachers  Col lege,  Kearney, Neb. I n  1924; t h e  master of arts  (1925) 

and t h e  Ph.D. (1929) from t h e  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Iowa, Iowa Ci ty .  

He l e a v e s  h i s  w i f e ,  Aletha  Mag Boulden Welte of Simsbury; two 

sons  Ke i th  Joseph Welte and Herber t  David Welte Jr.  bo th  of North 

Dakota; and a daughte r ,  Mrs. Richard D. ( E i l e e n  Frances)  Harris of 

Avon and s e v e r a l  g randch i ld ren  and great g randch i ld ren .  He was 

predeceased by a n o t h e r  daughte r  Mrs. John ( E l i z a b e t h  Ann) Lund. 

C a l l i n g  hours  w i l l  be on Thursday (Sept .  4 )  from 7-9 p.m. a t  

t h e  Vincent Fune ra l  Home, 120 Albany Turnpike,  Canton. Memorial 

s e r v i c e s  w i l l  be h e l d  Fr iday  a t  11 a.m.  a t  the Bur l ing ton  

Congrega t iona l  Church, Route 4, Bur l ing ton  Center .  

Memorial dona t ions  i n  l i e u  of f l o w e r s  can be s e n t  t o  The 

Welte 
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