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RESOLUTION 

concerning 

CHARLES IVES PERFORMING ARTS CENTER, INC. 

January 6 ,  1978 

WHEREAS, I n  Resolution #77-94, dated September 9, 1977, t h e  Trustees gave t h e i r  
approval f o r  t h e  construction of t h e  Charles Ives Performing A r t s  
Center a t  t h e  new campus s i t e  f o r  Western Connecticut S t a t e  College on 
a t r a c t  of approximately fo r t y  acres  which i s  not scheduled f o r  use 
under t he  College's Master Plan, and 

WHEREAS, The concept of t h e  proposed Charles Ives Performing A r t s  Center i s  
compatible with t h e  Master Plan f o r  t h e  development of Western 
Connecticut S t a t e  College's new campus s i t e ,  and 

WHEREAS, The Charles Ives Performing A r t s  Center, Inc. has agreed t o  r a i s e  
t h e  needed funds and t o  e rec t  t h e  buildings,  roadways, and parking 
l o t s  required by t h e  Center, and 

WHEREAS, Maestro Leonard Bernstein has agreed t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  building t o  be 
constructed a t  t h e  Center may be named t h e  Leonard Bernstein Pavi l l ion,  
and 

WHEREAS, Governor E l l a  Grasso has given her  approval f o r  o f f i c i a l  explorat ion 
of t h e  proposed construction of t h e  Center on t h e  new campus s i t e  
f o r  Western Connecticut S t a t e  College, and 

WHEREAS, A s  noted i n  t h e  previously c i t e d  Resolution #77-94, t h e  Center w i l l  
complement and strengthen t h e  College's major programs i n  music and 
t h e  other  performing a r t s ,  now, the re fore ,  be it 

RESOLVED, That t h e  Trustees i t e r a t e  t h e i r  approval of t h e  construction of t he  
Charles Ives Performing Arts Center on t h e  new campus s i t e  f o r  Western 
Connecticut S t a t e  College, and ask t h a t  t h e  Board of Higher Education 
endorse t h i s  p ro jec t ,  and be it 

RESOLVED, That t h e  Trustees express t h e i r  h e a r t f e l t  thanks t o  Governor E l l a  
Grasso f o r  her support of t h e  project  and f o r  her  encouragement, and be it 

RESOLVED, That t h e  Trustees express t h e i r  appreciat ion t o  t h e  Board of Directors 
of t h e  Charles Ives Performing A r t  Center, Inc. f o r  t h e i r  v i s ion  and 
t h e i r  work which w i l l  b r ing c u l t u r a l  enrichment t o  a l l  Connecticut and 
t o  Western Connecticut S t a t e  College. 

Cer t i f i ed  True Copy: 

/ ~ x e c u t  ive  Director 
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January  2 5 ,  1978 

. . 
Dr. James A.  Frost 
Board o f  T r u s t e e s  f o r  S t a t e  C o l l e g e s  
P.O. Box 2008 
New B r i t a i n ,  C o n n e c t i c u t  06050 

Dear D r .  F r o s t :  . 

A t  the Board o f  Higher  E d u c a t i o n  m e e t i n g  on T u e s d a y ,  January  2 4 ,  
1978, a qudrum b e i n g  p r e s e n t  and v o t i n g ,  R e s o l u t i o n  78-F2-S t o  set 
f e e s  t o  be charged t o  c l i e n t s  o f  the Center f o r  Communication D i s o r d e r s  
a t  S o u t h e r n  C o n n e c t i c u t  S t a t e  C o l l e g e  was approved .  I h e r e b y  c e r t i f y  
t h a t  this i s  a t r u e  copy o f  the r e s o l u t i o n .  

~ e s o l u t i o n  78-F5-S t o  l o c a t e  the C h a r l e s  Ives C e n t e r  o n  the campus 
a t  h7es tern  C o n n e c t i c u t  S t a t e  C o l l e g e  was t a b i e d  u n t i l  answers  a r e  
r e c e i v e d  to' the f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s :  1)  Who w i l l  pay f o r  the o p e r a t i n g  

k' costs of this C e n t e r ?  and 2 )  W i l l  the town o f  Danbury be a b l e  t o  
p r o v i d e  p u b l i c  w a t e r  and sewer  services t o  t h a t  s e c t i o n  of  the new 
campus a t  W e s t e r n  C o n n e c t i c u t  S t a t e  C o l l e g e  to  be o c c u p i e d  b y  the 
C h a r l e s  Ives Cen ter?  

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,  

.d[&A'a- W .  R o b e r t  Bokelman, Director 

. . F i s c a l  P l a n n i n g  and Management 

WRB : ja 
E n c l o s u r e  



February 9 . 1978 

. *  

D r ,  Samuel B. Gould 
Interim Co~runissioner . 
Board of Higher Education 
340 Capitol Avenue 
Hartford, Connecticut 06115 
p. - . - - .  
Dear Sam: 

- .. 
Enclosed is a copy of a - l e t t e r  from M r .  James Ross, acting Chairman of 
the Charles Ives Performing Arts Center. Incorporated. Please note tha t  
fox the reasons s tated i n  h i s  l e t t e r .  he requests the Board of Higher 
Education t o  delay further discussion of the Charles Ives Perfonning 
Arts Center u n t i l  May. I w i l l  appreciate it i f  t h i s  request is 
honored. By t h a t  time a number of questions concerning the project 
and the new campus w i l l  have been answered. 

* .  
* , " .-., -'- I . 

James A. Frost 



February 9r 1978 . _ I  , 

- - <  .. ' L L  . i , 

, ' ~ r .  ~ames ROSS 
Acting Chainnan 
Charles Ives Perfodng Arts, Center, Inc. 
181 White Street 
Danbury, Connecticut 06810 

7 ~ . .. . . i l  - - >  - .  ,.. t c - .  J . l . : .  . . 
c .  

- - d .  

Dear Mr. Ross: L s . 7  . . *  6 .  . . .- I , , : . r 
' . .  

4 

Thank you for your letter of February 2, I will ask that the Board of Higher @ Education withhold further discussion of the project until May. From con- 

, versations with menibers of that Board T feel c e d b  of its interest in . - 
the Charles Ives Performing Arts Center and its understanding of the 
enrichment it will provide not only for Western Connecticut State College 
but also for our State. 9 1 ."_ . a ,  

C 
' l i. 

As I am sure you are aware the Trustees for the Connecticut State Colleges . S ' *  are very supportive of your endeavor as am I, a 
l - .  4 ? .  

i . . . O i <  # '  ; i 
1 ' < .  7 . :  * -  - . . L - * .  . , Sincerely, 3 .  * .a i..i 
I -  :- 4 7 ' .  . , 

; '., . * 
6 A ' 0 ' ? .  ., . ' r .. - I 

* *  5 ,* .I ,I 

I f , I  \ 

3 -!: ~ i h i "  ' - 3  . tl-. . I , >  . " 1  .,. r . ' , 2 3 .  2 .  
7 - . , ' .  , ,.*. ' . - ,  1 - 6  . James A, Frost I 1- - : %  . 

. . * 
, * .  Executive Director 

.. . 
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. /  . . , . . 
1 , - , .  li . '  . -  . ~ * . i : . :  " . ? , , :  *: \i . * '  : - ~  . :  h .  , . . .  

' I ;. * . .  'I . /  . _ ' L  . .. . '  !.',% * - . G a s  , . .x,-. , ..; 
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-- ". . TELEPHONE (203) 792-1400 

NTER INC. 

1 .~Lx&& NATHANIEL D. ROGERS 

HOWARD TUVELLE 
9 w  

J U N E  G O O D M A N  

RICHARD MORYL 

JULIAN OLNEY 

JAMES R O S S  February 2 ,  1978 

D r .  James A. F r o s t  
Execu t ive  D i r e c t o r  
Board of  T r u s t e e s  f o r  S t a t e  Col leges  
P.O. Box 2008 

1 New B r i t a i n ,  CT 06050 

I Dear D r .  ~ r o s t  : 

On b e h a l f  o f  t h e  Char les  Ives  Performing A r t s  Cen te r ,  I nc .  I wish 
t o  thank  t h e  Board f o r  i t s  January  6 t h  r e s o l u t i o n  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  
Char les  Ives  Cente r  wh'ich i s  proposed f o r  development on t h e  new 
campus of  Western Connect icut  S t a t e  Col lege.  

I t  has  come t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  du r ing  t h e  J anua ry  25 meet ing of  
t h e  Board of  Higher Educat ion,  a number of  q u e s t i o n s  were r a i s e d  r e -  
ga rd ing  t h e  development o f  t h e  Char les  Ives  Cente r  a t  t h e  proposed 
l o c a t i o n  and t h a t  BHE c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  t h e  m a t t e r  was t a b l e d  u n t i l  
a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t ion  was for thcoming.  

A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime t h e  Char les  Ives  Performing A r t s  Cen te r ,  Inc .  i s  
i n  t h e  p roces s  o f  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  i t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and adding t o  i t s  
working committees i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of  t h e  long t a s k  ahead.  We a r e  
c e r t a i n l y  aware t h a t  many q u e s t i o n s  need t o  be r e s o l v e d  between t h e  
S t a t e  and t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  b e f o r e  p roceed ing  f u r t h e r ,  and i n  p r e p a r a -  
t i o n  f o r  t h i s  we a r e  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  a  number o f  s p e c i a l i s t s  
w i t h  n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  development o f  s u c c e s s f u l  perform- 
ing a r t s  c e n t e r s .  

I t  i s  ou r  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  a l l  concerned would be s e rved  
i f  we could  complete t h i s  p e r i o d  of  s t u d y  b e f o r e  f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  by 
t h e  Board of  Higher Educat ion.  We would t h e r e f o r e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  
CSC Board of T r u s t e e s  forwarding our  r e q u e s t  t o  t h e  Board of  Higher 
Educat ion t h a t  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  p r o j e c t  be t a b l e d  u n t i l  i t s  
May meet ing.  

/ f. 

James Ross 
Act ing Chairman 

I nh - 
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. STATE O F  C O N N E C T I C U T  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

a FOR THE STATE COLLEGES 

P. 0. Box 2008 NEW RRITAIN. CONNECTICUT 06050 

THL NEW BRITAIN: 2 0 3 - m X m  m#, HARTFORD: 203-566-2323 

h December 27, 1977 .. 

Dr. Samuel B. G,ould 
Interim Commissioner 
Board of Higher Education 
340 Capitol Avenue 
Hartford, CT 06115 

Dear Sam: 

The letter you saw concerning the Charles Ives Center for the 
Performing Arts went directly from Commissioner MacKinnon to President 
Bersi. A copy went to you but none to me. For your convenience a 
copy is enclosed. 

I am sure that our Trustees will pass the resolution requested by the 
Commissioner in his letter to Dr. Bersi, A copy will be sent to you 
with a request for endorsement by the Board of Higher Education. 
Western Connecticut State College has a major in music and the Center 
will add a new and powerful dimension to that program. 

The master plan for the new campus will not be affected by the construction 
of the Center. The portion proposed for use by the Center has been 
reserved for future development. It now appears possible that the future 
may come first but in the Age of Einstein even time can be reversed; 

JAF/JY 
Encl. 
cc: Mr. Davidson 

Dr. Bersi 

Sincerely, 
i 

A. Frost 
ive Director 



, STATE O F  C O N N E C T I C U T  
DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

STATE OFFICE BUILDING HARTFORD, CONN. 061 15 

I Commissioner 

December 2, 1977 

D r .  Robert M. Bers i ,  P r e s i d e n t  
Western Connecticut S t a t e  College 
181  White S t r e e t  
Danbury, Connecticut 06810 

Dear D r .  Bers i :  

I was e n t h u s i a s t i c  about t he  proposa l  you have made regard ing  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of 
t h e  Charles  I v e s  Center f o r  t h e  Performing A r t s  as a p a r t  of t h e  Western 
Connecticut S t a t e  College Campus. The pre l iminary  s tudy  presented  by Johansen 
& Bhavnani A r c h i t e c t s  w a s  e x c i t i n g .  

Your d i r e c t  ques t ion  t o  me was, " ~ o u l d  t h e  S t a t e  approve t h e  e r e c t i n g  of t h i s  
performing a r t s  c e n t e r  on land  now owned by t h e  S t a t e  and in tended  f o r  t h e  

, development of t h e  Western Connecticut S t a t e  College campus?" 

I have d iscussed  t h i s  matter w i t h  Governor Grasso. She is  committed t o  t h e  
development of t h e  Western Connecticut campus. The concept of c o n s t r u c t i o n  
and f inanc ing  i n  t h e  development of t h i s  c e n t e r  is  an  innova t ive  approach t o  
t h a t  commitment s h e  has. She has  i n s t r u c t e d  me t o  proceed wi th  t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n  
of t h i s  i d e a  wi th  you. 

Obviously, t h e r e  a r e  many s t a t u t o r y  and r e g u l a t o r y  requirements  which must be  
s a t i s f i e d  be fo re  f i n a l  approval  can be given. 

* 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  cond i t i ons  t o  t h e  p o s i t i v e  response  I am now 
g iv ing  you, among which a r e :  

1. That n o t  more than  40 a c r e s  of S t a t e  owned p r o p e r t y  w i l l  be  
used, The exac t  descr ip t izm of the p rope r ty  must be  def ined .  

2. That t h e  e n t i r e  c o s t  o f  t h e  planning and c o n s t r u c t i o n  of such 
a c e n t e r  w i l l  b e  a t  no expense t o  t h e  S t a t e  of Connect icut .  

3. That  upon completion of t h e  complex, a l l  b u i l d i n g s  become t h e  
p rope r ty  of t h e  S t a t e  of  Connect icut .  The e n t i r e  complex w i l l  
be a  g i f t  t o  t h e  S t a t e ,  w i t h  use  of  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  c o n t r o l l e d  by 
Western Connect icut  S t a t e  College. 

4. The Department of Adminis t ra t ive  Se rv i ces  would l i k e  t o  approve 
t h e  cons t ruc t ion  drawings f o r  t h e  c e n t e r  t o  comply w i t h  ou r  l i f e  
c y c l e  c o s t i n g  laws, etc. 

An Equai Opportunity f rnployer 



I 

" 
I" .. r .S, u ~ ,  Robert M. Bersi, Pres ident  

* Western Connecticut S t a t e  College 
Page 2 
December 2, 1977 

5. The S t a t e  recognizes t h a t  although the  primary purpose of t h e  
performing a r t s  cen te r  is  t o  f u r t h e r  the  educat ional  goals  
of the  col lege ,  t h a t  publ ic  programming w i l l  be allowed and 
encouraged. The S t a t e  w i l l  never be involved i n  underwrit ing 

I any of the  expenses o r  l o s s e s  of any group who w i l l  use the  
I center .  

6 .  I recognize t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  r a i s i n g  from p r i v a t e  sources t h e  
appropr ia te  $11 mi l l ion  i t  w i l l  t ake  t o  make t h i s  complete 
p r o j e c t  a r e a l i t y .  I w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  d i scuss  wi th  you a  
t i m e  l i m i t a t i o n  wi th in  which a l l  a c t i o n s  must be  taken. 

7. I f e e l  we w i l l  want t o  e n t e r  i n t o  a  formal agreement with t h e  non- 
p r o f i t  corporat ion who w i l l  r a i s e  t h e  money. 

8. The Board of Trus tees  of t h e  Western Connecticut S t a t e  College 
must pass  a  r e so lu t ion  t h a t  they f e e l  t h a t  t h e  development of 
the  Charles Ives Performing A r t s  Center i s  cons i s t en t  with t h e  
master p lan  f o r  development of t h e  college.  A s i m i l a r  r e s o l u t i o n  
must be passed by the  Board of Higher Education. 

I view t h i s  l e t t e r  a s  a  commitment t o  s tudy t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  of a  p r o j e c t  and 
e n t e r  i n t o  an  agreement which w i l l  en r i ch  t h e  l i v e s  of t h e  s tuden t s  and t h e  
c i t i z e n s  of t h i s  Sta te .  

I look forward t o  working with you, and would l i k e  t o  b e  a  h e l p f u l  p a r t n e r  of 
the  management process of t h i s  undertaking. 

Cordial ly,  

?41iL 
Daniel F. MacKinnon 
Commissioner 

DFM/b 

cc: Senator Wayne Baker 
D r .  Samuel Gould 
Dep. Comr. James Bergen 

'-"- -i."w*.rC..-* "", . - 
1 

- 



STATE O F  C O N N E C T I C U T  . > 

WESTERN CONNECTICUT STATE COLLEGE 

a 181 WHITE STREET DANBURY CONNECTICUT 06810 

TEL 792-1400 

B 0 ~ E 3  OF TRUCJTEES 
Office of the President December 12, 1977 

FOR 7~~ $j 
i E  C O L L ~ ~ ~ ~  

Dr. James A. Frost 
Board of Trustees for State Colleges 
P.O. Box 2008 
New Britain, CT 06050 

Dear Jim: 

Attached is a copy of the memorandum from Daniel MacKinnon, 
Commissioner of Administrative Services. It generally outlines 
a set of conditions which will set the wheels in motion 
toward the development of the Charles Ives Performing Arts 
Center, Inc. 

As I understand it, it will be necessary for the Board of 
Trustees, in a resolution, to certify that, among other things, 
the proposed Ives Center is compatible with the Master Plan 
for the development of Western Connecticut State College. 

It would be timely if the December 22 Planning Committee could 
review this matter. 

President 
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Phones: 744-5100 (Conn.) - 279-8038 (N. . 

By Tom Ahern 
- 

News-Times public affairs editor used for the arts cen2er yesterday. Grasso's legal 
counsel, Jay Jackson, had been reviewing the proposal for 
10 days, following a meeting held by MacKinnon, &rsi 

HARTFORD - A niche in the world of culture awaits and sen. wayne Baker, D-ijanbuv. ' D a n b u ~  following 1* ~OvemoofS approval of land for a Macl(innon said the ~edorming arts center on the new Western Connecticut conditions that have to be met. State College campus. One is that no more than 40 acres be used, while another 
wili be Monday that calls for fie building to bwome state pmpertyonee negotiations can kgin  ~11th the private group that wants completd The iVu corwration will have raise to build the Center, according to Daniel F. MacKinnon, funds for cons~ruction~ 

the state's conmissioner of administrative services, who The state also n*ew plan. for the, fadlity, said . . nude the announcement yesterday. MacKinnon, explaining he wants to make sure the f i e l i m i n a ~  ~OncePtS for the Center, t0 be named after building isnlt an ((energy hog.* for the to Danburi Composer ch.harks Ivn ,  call for construction m e  praprul must also confom to cdiege~s lnitialb of an outdoor pavilion in two to three years. campus master pian and bo approved by the co~lege Next will come a building suitable for all types of ' board. 
a l s t i c  ~ e r f ~ m a n c e s .  according to James ROSS, acting Officials expect no problem in meeting any of fie chairman of the Charles I v n  Center for 16. Performing conditions laid down by MaeKinnon in his letter to Bersi. 
Arts fnc. Bersi could not be reached for comment yesterday but he The lves c O r ~ r a t i ~ n ,  a non~rofi t  noup, will begin has said he raw no major difficulties corning to raising money for the center, with construction costs now agreement on the \ 

estimated as high as $11 million. Ross, when informed of the letter's contents said he - Ross said when the Ives complex is complete. it will put hops to negotiations in Pamest.. on th;contract h e  Danbuv area "on a national and international stage." $etween the rves corporation and state. Performances by internationally acclaimed artists MacKinnon said he thinkr the can .imed in including Leonard Bernstein are planned. a month. :'We're ready to go," he said, adding the sooner Smmer performances, such as those at Tanglewood in the project gets off the ground, the better. Lenox, Mass.. are  envisioned with tile American MacKinnOn (hat state approval is a fresh hst 
S ~ m ~ h a " ~  orchestra of New Yor* making its warm- for development of the new westcorn campus on - weather home here. Danbury's west side. 

Dance, drama and music, as well as h~truction for In October, the .Ute hind commission releas& s(,m ~0Ilege students. will be ~ossible once the building is for designs for domj+ory, whi& baame fie lint Complete, said ROSS. He added the scope of the center will building on the new campus, be defind, but the emphasis will bo on American MacKinnon descrihd the letter he is to music. as a '‘positive response" to a request to use the land and a Ross and Howard Tuvelle. WestConn music professor .hbment snd, ..Yes, So ahead and and the Center ~ ~ r ~ o r a t i o n l  executive director, said the g e m  for tfie p r~o rming  center.s 6 6 most difficult task" of raising funds to make the center 
development. a reality now begins. 

Private sources. a s  well as  corporations and 
foundations will be tapped, said Ross, who added he is 
"VeV o~timistic" based on initial reactions of interested 
backers. 

MacKinnon said he and Gav. Ella T. Grasso, who had to 
approve Qe land's use. are also very enthusiastic about 
the Possibilities of the irerforminr: a r t s  center. 
MacKl~n~n  offered to lend what personal assistance he 
could to the Ives Center. 1 

Ion received cleararlce to notify Dr. Robert 
stConn's president, the college's I 


