
STATE O F  C O N N E C T I C U T  
BOARD 0 . F  TRUSTEES 

rn FOR THE STATE COLLEGES 

1280 ASYLUM AVENUE HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06105 

RESOLUTION 

concerning 

Connecticut Public In teres t  Research Group 

Central Connecticut State  College 

April 1, 1974 

l!.. 
WHEREAS, The Trustees i n  resolution 73-59 dated October 5, 1973, 

requested tha t  the President of Central Connecticut State  
College arrange t o  col lect  voluntary contributions from 
undergraduate students fo r  support of the  Connecticut 
Public Interest  Research Group (CONNPIRG); and 

WHEREAS, It was resolved t h a t  such collections be made a t  the time 
fees a r e  collected f o r  each semester and tha t  if fewer than 
onehalf the t o t a l  number of undergraduate students made such 
voluntary contributions i n  any semester the collections would 
cease and not again be made without the  approval of the Board; 
and 

WHEREAS, Student leaders have requested tha t  the voluntary collections 
of contributions f o r  CONNPIRG be continued and, therefore, 
t h i s  Board has given fur ther  consideration t o  the matter and 
concluded tha t  it should not be a col lect ion agency f o r  any 
organization no matter how worthy it may be; and 

WHEREAS, Many students have spent much time and ef for t  t o  establish 
CONNPIRG and, fo r  tha t  reason, the Board desires t o  provide 
time f o r  them t o  f ind another way t o  accept voluntary contri- 
butions; therefore be it, 

RESOLVED, That the President of Central Connecticut State  College i s  
requested t o  arrange f o r  the collection o f  voluntary contri- 
butions from undergraduate students fo r  the support of  CONNPIRG 
during the collections of fees f o r  the f i r s t  semester of the  
academic year 1974-1975, and tha t  such collections sha l l  be 



made on h i s  campus and sha l l  be subject t o  the provisions 
i n  the  addendum t o  t h i s  resolution, and be it 

RESOLVED, That monies collected from the voluntary contributions sha l l  
be used f i r s t  t o  compensate the College f o r  the cost of the  
collection and tha t  the  sum i n  excess of such cost sha l l  be 
made available t o  CONNPIRG; and be it further  

RESOLVED, That a f t e r  the f i r s t  semester of the academic year 1974-1975 
no fur ther  collections sha l l  be made f o r  CONNPIRG. 



Addendum t o  the  Resolution 
concerning 

The Connecticut Public Interest  Research Group 

A separate b i l l  w i l l  be presented t o  students l i s t i n g  the 

CONNPIRG fee. This b i l l  w i l l  indicate the  following: "Voluntary 

contribution t o  CONNPIRG - $2.00. " An explanation accompanying the  

b i l l  sha l l  s t a t e  what CONNPIRG is. 

The separate b i l l  f o r  CONNPIRG w i l l  be presented t o  students a t  

the  same time with a l l  other b i l l s  f o r  t u i t i o n  and fees. 





P.O. BOX 1571 57 FARMINGTON AVENUE HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06101 TELEPHONE (203) 525-9326 

President F. Don James 
Central Connecticut S t a t e  College 
New Br i t a in ,  Connecticut 

Dear President James : 

It was very nice meeting and speaking with you l a s t  
Wednesday. In  accordance with your suggestion a t  t h a t  
time, I am forwarding t o  you the  following items which 
concern the  past  and the  fu ture  of ConnPIRG a t  Central 
Connecticut S ta t e  College, 

Please f ind  enclosed a Xerox copy of the  'PIRG Data 
SheetN which should give you a f a i r l y  good idea a s  t o  

a how P I R G s  around t h e  country a r e  funded, a de ta i l ed  
statement explaining why ComPIRG should be permitted t o  
continue a t  Central,  a copy of ItProject Descriptionstt 
which r e l a t e s  t o  the fu ture  work planned f o r  ConnPIRG, 
and a copy of "Educational Value of PIRGI1 which explains 
why the PIRG concept coincides so well with the  ed- 
uca t iona l  objectives of higher learning. I hope y o u ' l l  
f ind  t h i s  information helpful .  

Br ie f ly  s t a t ed ,  we a t  ConnPIRG believe t h a t  the  
Board of Trustees should ~ e r m i t  the  administrat ion a t  
CCSC t o  serve a s  our fbnd*c611ecting agent f o r  aaother 
s ~ m e s t e r ,  We firmly bel ieve t h a t  one s-ot 
a s u f f i c i e n t  amount of-f ective- - - 
ness  -of -our organization. 

. * .  

Thaxik you very much f o r  your cooperation i n  t h i s  
matter ,  If you have any questions concerning t h i s  
mater ia l  please f e e l  f r e e  t o  c a l l  me a t  525-9326, Thank 
you again, 

Sincerely yours, 

&&d 
Steven K, Wisensale 

Director - COMPIRG 



March 11, 1974 

President F. Don James and 
Members of the  Board of Trustees 
Central Connecticut S t a t e  College 
New Br i t a in ,  Connecticut 

Dear President James : 

In  1970 Ralph Nader introduced the  concept of a  student 
organized, funded and d i rec ted  Public In te res t  Research 
Group t o  the colleges and un ive r s i t i e s  i n  Oregon and 
Minnesota. Since then,  twenty-eight PIRGs i n  twenty-four 
s t a t e s  have been establ ished and a r e  doing t h e i r  par t  t 6  
solve those s o c i a l ,  economic m d  p o l i t i c a l  problems which 
a r e  cur rent ly  confronting a l l  of us. 

The Connecticut Public In te res t  Research Group, commonly 
re fe r red  t o  a s  ConnPIRG, was f i r s t  s t a r t e d  i n  January o f  
1973. By May of t h a t  year ,  three colleges (Annhurst, St .  
Joseph, and Tr in i ty )  had successfully es tabl ished campus 
chapters. By December both Central Connecticut St a t e  College 

a and the University of Connecticut joined ComPIRG. By Feb- 
ruary of 1974 the organization had two full-time s t a f f  
members, including a  director-organizer and a  project  co- 
ordinator ,  and an of f ice  i n  downtown Hartford. 

I n  the b r i e f  two month period s ince the h i r ing  of a  f u l l -  
time s t a f f  ConnPIHG has t e s t i f i e d  before s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
committees on such i s sues  a s  public u t i l i t y  r a t e  s t ruc tu res ,  
re turnable  b o t t l e s ,  and e lec t ion  reform. ConnPIRG a l s o  has 
a  sea t  on the twenty-one member Clean Campaign Committee 
which includes such individuals  a s  the  Fresident of the 
Connecticut Bar Association, the Deans of Yale and UConn 
law schools, and Secretary of S t a t e ,  Gloria Schaffer. 

In  addi t ion t o  lobbying a t  the  s t a t e  l eve l ,  ConnPIRG has 
a l s o  been working c lose ly  with students throughout Con- 
nec t icu t  on numerous projects .  In  the  weeks ahead our 
researchers w i l l  produce handbooks on banking, buying l i f e  
insurance and a student guide t o  landlord-tenants r i g h t s ,  
not  t o  mention the development of an advisory service f o r  
those students who may des i re  t o  u t i l i z e  small claims 
courts  a s  a means of voicing t h e i r  grievances, A t  the  
na t iona l  l e v e l ,  ConnPIRG w i l l  soon begin work on a  nat ional  
PIRG project  concerning energy waste. 



Few ind iv idua ls  quest ion the  educational  value of PIRGo 
Students  throughout t he  na t ion  a r e  being given the  op- 
por tun i ty  t o  devote t h e i r  t i a e  t o  s e r ious  s o c i a l  problems 
while earning academic c r e d i t  and/or small s t ipends  f o r  
t h e i r  work. ConnPIRG i s  planning t o  h i r e  s eve ra l  s tudent  
i n t e r n s  f o r  summer research  p ro j ec t s  and we a r e  c u r r e n t l y  
nego t i a t i ng  with a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  UConnts law school and the  
urban semester program and Centra l  Connect icut ts  cooperat ive 
education program f o r  s tudent  i n t e r n s  during the  1974-75 
academic year.  We a r e  d e f i n i t e l y  moving i n  a very  pos i t i ve  
d i r ec t ion .  Ins tead  of d iscuss ing s o c i a l  problems i n  t h e  
classroom, s tuden ts  everywhere a r e  meeting these  very  
problems face  t o  face. The s tudent  l ea rns  and s o c i e t y  
b e n e f i t s  i n  the  end. What b e t t e r  combination can be found? 

While few quest ion t h e  educational  value of PIRG, severa l  
quest ion the  various types  of funding mechanisms which serve  
t o  maintain PIRGs. throughout the  nation.' f ind ing  i s  indeed 
a se r ious  and complex matter  and Connecticut PIRGeis more 
than  w i l l i n g  t o  assume i t s  share of t he  burden i n  c l a r i f y i n g  
t h i s  o f ten  times misunderstood area .  Only through a constant  
and r a t i o n a l  exchange of thoughts and ideas  can c l a r i t y  
secure  and maintain i t s  dominant pos i t i on  over confusion. 

Generally speaking, PIRGs, and those  col leges  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  
which a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  serve  a s  c o l l e c t i n g  agents ,  have th ree  
types  of funding mechanisms from which t o  choose. They a r e  a s  
fa,% - 

\ 1 )  Self-imposed f e e  increase  with r i g h t  of refund t h r e e  
weeks i n t o  each semester. T r i n i t y ,  Annhurst, and S t .  
Joseph a r e  c u r r e n t l y  opera t ing under t h i s  option. 

2)  Negative check-off. ConnPIRG would appear on t h e  f e e  
b i l l  with t he  s tudent  being granted t h e  opportunity 
t o  l'check it o f f "  i f  he o r  she does not wish t o  
con t r ibu te  $2.00 t o  PIRG f o r  t h e  semester. 

3) Pos i t ive  check-off. This procedure i s  simply the  
opposite of #2. If  a s tudent  wishes t o  con t r ibu te  
62.00, he o r  she "checks off Ii ConnPIRG accordingly,  
UCom has a system s imi l a r  t o  t h i s  but  s tuden ts  a r e  
requ i red  t o  submit a separa te  check i f  they  wish t o  
support ComPIRG. Central  Connecticut 's system is  
a l s o  s imi l a r  but qu i te  unique when compared T O  o ther  
PIRGs mhich a r e  funded under t he  opt ional  system. 

i -. 
Last year  s tuden ts  represen t ing  ConnPING and members of the  
Board of Trustees of t h e  S t a t e  Colleges agreed t h a t  Central  
Connecticut S t a t e  College would serve  as  the  c o l l e c t i n g  
agent f o r  ConnPIRG provided, 1 )  t h e  funding system was 
op t iona l  and, 2 )  it was understood t h a t  C.C.S.C. would no 
no longer serve  as the  c o l l e c t i n g  agent i f  l e s s  than 50% of 



t h e  student  body f a i l e d  t o  con t r ibu te  funds t o  ComPIRG during 
any given semester. 

3ecause 3l%, not  50% of C.C.S.C. s tuden t s  contr ibuted t o  Conn- 
PIRG t h i s  pas t  semester,  t h e  quest ion before  us  i s  very c l ea r .  
Should Centra l  Connecticut S t a t e  College continue t o  serve  a s  
t h e  c o l l e c t i n g  agent f o r  ConnPIRG? 

Vie a t  COMPIRG choose t o  answer such a quest ion i n  t he  affirm- 
a t i v e  f o r  t he  following reasons:  

we bel ieve  t h a t  one semester i s  not  an adequate length  
of time t o  ob jec t ive ly  judge the  success o r  f a i l u r e  of 
our organizat ion a t  C.C.S.C. It should be noted t h a t  
a  fu l l - t ime s t a f f  was h i r ed  a f t e r  the  funds a t  C.C.S.C. 
were co l l ec t ed ,  thus  ConnPIRG now has a d i r e c t o r  and 
an a t t o rney  who a r e  capable of devoting more time t o  
t h e  needs of t he  s tudents .  We need an add i t i ona l  
semester 60 get  our organizat ion on t h e  map, t o  l e t  
s tuden ts  know t h a t  we a r e  se rv ing  them and they a r e  
rece iv ing  t h e i r  money's worth. Also, it should be 
emphasized t h a t  the  Universi ty of Connecticut was 
granted a two semester t r i a l  period. We th ink  it only 
f a i r  t h a t  C.C.S.C. be granted the  same pr iv i lege .  

2 )  No PIRGs anywhere hsve such a 50% cut-off c lause  under 
t h e  opt ional  f e e  system, The 50% clause  normally appears 
i n  those con t r ac t s  where a "self-imposed f e e  increase  
with r i g h t  of refund" i s  i n s t i t u t e d ,  Then, i f  more than 
50% of the  s tuden ts  a t  a  given i n s t i t u t i o n  demand re-  
funds, PIRCs w i l l  cease operat ions  on t h a t  campus, ae 
know of no PIRG cont rac t  i n  exis tence  which includes  
a 50% cut-off f i gu re  under the  opt ional  funding mech- 
anism. The only PIRG which would even come c lose  t o  
such a pol icy  can be found i n  Michigan. The s tuden ts  
t h e r e  have vihat i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a  "yes-no" system 
which i s  simply a s l i g h t  v a r i a t i o n  of t he  opt ional  
mechanism. However, it should be noted t h a t  t h e  cut -  
off i s  33%, not 50%, Michigan PIRG was granted a five 
year  con t r ac t ,  not j u s t  a one sepes te r  t r i a l  period,  
and, qu i t e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  t he  PIRG was granted per- 
mission t o  e s t a b l i s h  a "funding t ab l e "  a t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  
each semester, Also, Michigan PIRG is  c u r r e n t l y  ne- 
g o t i a t i n g  a new cont rac t  with t he  Board of Trustees 
whereby t h e  cut-off would be 20% with the  understanding 
t h a t  PIRG w i l l  end on campus i f  it f a i l s  t o  meet 20% 
two semesters i n  a  row. Qpite obviously, such a system 
i s  very  d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  which e x i s t s  a t  Centra l  
Connecticut S t a t e  College 

3 )  Vie bel ieve  t h a t  t he re  a r e  bas ic  flaws i n  t he  c o l l e c t i o n  
of funds a t  C.C.S.C. and it i s  extremely necessary t h a t  
we be granted more than one semester t o  i s o l a t e  and 
n e u t r a l i z e  these  problems. Bor example, 65% of  C.C.S.C. 



students signed petitions calling for the establish- 
ment of a PIRG on campus. However, only 31% ( the 
highest figure ever recorded in the nation under the 
optional system ) contributed funds to ConnPIRG. We 
contehd that because many parents who may not be 
aware of ConnPIRG1s existence pay the final fees, our 
~rgmization may siaply be ignored many times. We do 
not consider this to be a fault of students, parents, 
or administrators. It is simply a problem of the fee 
collection system. We at ConnPIRG maintain that more 
time is needed to resolve such problems, A 50% cut- 
off figure for one semester is simply unrealistic. 

In conclusion, we would like to emphasize the fa.ot that approx- 
imately 65% of the students at Central petitioned themselves 
to establish a PIRG on campus and 31% actually contributed 
money during its first semester of existence. Both figures are 
exceptionally high and the latter is in all truthfulness an 
outstanding accomplishment. No school. has ever come close to 
the 31% mark under such a funding mechanism, Clearly, more 
than 2,300 C.C.S.C. students contributed money to PIRG when 
the organization was without full-time staff and struggling 
desperately to establish itself on campus. To ignore such an 
a~complis~bent and to abort ComPIRG in its infancy is to 
flirt with the irrational, We are simply asking the Board of 
Trustees to permit the administration at C.C.S.C. to collect 
ConnPIRG funds for another semester. Considering the reasons 
already presented, we do not consider such a request unrealistic. 
It only seems fair that both parties will have a clearer 
picture of the entire situation after one full year of practice. 

Sincerely yours, 

Steven K. Wisensale 
Director - ConnPIRG 




